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How do insects grow
bigger?

Insects have a hard exoskeleton (say it: X-O-Skell-E-
Ton). Imagine your skin is hard like bone or a shell.
How would you get bigger?

Insects moult - as in they shed, just like snakes do.
Their body releases hormones (orders) which
makes their body separate from their shell which
then starts to get digested (broken down)! The
insects start to form a new shell - which is still soft -
until it breaks out of the old shell.

You might find some old exoskeletons when pond
dipping or minibeast hunting. They look like see-
through insectsl!

Spiders also do this, and if you have spiders in your
house, you may be able to find their old bodies on
their webs (but remember, spiders aren't insectsl!)
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Wild Eskdale’s
Nature Club: Insects

What is an insect?
* |t has six legs
It has three parts to its body: a head, a
thorax (chest), and an abdomen (belly)
It is an invertebrate (no spine)
It has an exoskeleton (hard outer body)
It has antennae (similar to whiskers!)

Find your circle cards in your pack. In each
section draw or write the name of an insect.
Then draw where you might find them, or
write a fact, in the part that gets covered by
the circle. Once you're finished, you have your
own little key!

EXAMPLES:
e Wasp
e Moth
o Fly
e Beetle
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Remember! Not everything we call a bug is an insect. What have you

spotted that isn’t an insect?
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Draw one of the insects you‘’ve
found

DID YOU KNOWV.. for every human,
there are thought to be 200 million
insects?!
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Make your own
insect!

Take inspiration from all the insects you've found and
make up your own! How big is it? Can it fly? What does
it eat? What colour is it? How long does it live?

Check out facebook.com/wildeskdale for our video on insects and
bug hunting!
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Time to go minibeast hunting!

Before you go REMEMBER:
These are living creatures and can be hurt very easily
. Do not use your fingers to pick them up
. Don't keep your bug in a jar with no air holes
* Release your bug where you found it once you are done

1. Find a bug pot - this can be an old glass jar,
cup, clean yogurt pot, etc.
2. Take out your magnifying glass and a pencil
3. Find two different habitats to huntin - a
garden patch and the base of a tree, or under
an old log or pond, for example.
4. Hunt for the same time in each - get your
adult to time you. Make a list of everything
you find and see how different both areas arel
S. Did you find any bugs that aren't insects? If

you're not sure, go back to the first pagel

Use the next page to write

what you find!
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Tick which of the animals below are insects:

Butterfly

Kingfisher

Cockroach

Caterpillar

Woodlouse

Bumble bee

Oowl

Badger

Spider

Ant

Tick

Crab
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Once you've drawn your creation, use the card
and your own scissors/glue to create your insect
in real lifel

Make sure to have your adult nearby to help cut things
out!

When it's done, go outside and decide where it would live. Make sure to take
your insect back inside when you're done, so it doesn't get wet!
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Share your creation with us by having your adult take a photo of
you and your insect and send it to us at facebook.com/wildeskdale




