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Why are so many of Britain’s
land mammals endangered?

11 of the 47 mammals native to Britain are
classified as being at immediate risk of extinction.

For some mammals, such as the wildcat, pine
marten, and beaver, there has been extensive
historical hunting. For bats and the hazel
dormouse, habitat loss is the main threat; while
the water vole and red squirrel suffer from the
combined effects of habitats becoming
unhealthy and the introduction of non-native
species like the grey squirrel.

We can help our mammals by protecting and
restoring large areas of habitats, and making sure
they're linked with nature corridors. Local wildlife
organisations may have physical volunteer work
to support this, or you can write a letter to your
local MSPs asking them to put the protection of
our wildlife as their highest priority.
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what is a mammal?

¢ Is warm blooded

e Has fur or hair

e Usually gives birth to live young (not eggs)
e Produces milk for their babies

¢ Is a vertebrate (has an internal spine)

Circle the animals below that are
mammals:

Tiger Squirrel Toad Lizard Fly Wolf
Bear Pig Bee Salmon Dolphin Wildcat

Bat Chicken Beaver Human Leech

UDWINH J8ADag 108 1DOPIIM ‘Ulydiod Bid IDag ‘PIOM ‘191INDS 18611 'Siemsuy





image1.png
Our Red Squirrels

The grey squirrel is a North American species that was first
brought to Britain in Victorian times, to decorate the
gardens of large homes. The grey squirrels spread and
completely replaced red squirrels in most of England and
Wales, and many parts of Scotland.

Let's make more red squirrels to help! All you need is two
empty loo rolls, some scissors, and red paint or felt tips for
decoration.

Make your own red squirrel m

Step 1: Take one tube and cut a wavy
tail in it, leaving a band intact at the
bottom.

Step 2: With the other tube, fold the
centre down into the middle, leaving
2 pointed ears.

Step 3: At the bottom of this tube, in
line with each ear, make a small cut
up each side.

Step 4: Slot the tail band into the cuts
on the other tube and bend the tail
out slightly.

Step 5: And now decorate!
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SQUIRRELS

While 75% of the UK's remaining red squirrels are found in
Scotland, their numbers have fallen in recent times. This is
largely due to the grey squirrel,

We have red squirrels in this area. Have you seen any
recently? Maybe we can search for some signs of them
instead..

Red squirrel scavenger hunt

How quickly can you find the items listed below?

What can you find in your or around your
garden... home?
Cones, seeds or Something fluffy,
mushrooms for like a squirrel's
squirrels to snack bushy tail
on
Something small
Moss, lichen or but strong, like
leaves to cushion a their claws
squirrel's nest
(called a drey) Something red,
like a squirrel's
A tree stump, furry coat
where a squirrel
might like to stop
for a rest

Score: / 6
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Becoming a Bat...

Bat wings are actually made of skin between long
finger bones. That would be like if we could fly using
our hands! Let's find out how long your bat wingspan
would be..

Get a measuring tape and ask your
adult to measure you from the
bottom of your spine to the top of
your head. Multiply this by 5. That's
how long your wingspan would bel

See if you can find a blanket to pretend to be your bat
wings. It might not be big enough, but that's okay!

M

Next, see if you can hunt like a bat. They use
echolocation which means that they send out a noise
and listen with their big ears to see how it bounces
back. Stand in a safe space with your adult and close
your eyes. Get your adult to move away from you.
After a few seconds, shout out a word which they
have to shout back at you. Can you tell where they
are? Repeat this loads of times until you catch them!

Did you know... bats aren’t blind?! They

actually have quite good eyesight.
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The Last Wolf

In the UK we no longer have big mammals that
endanger us or our livestock (sheep, cattle, etc).

Historically, however, Britain had wolves. They were large,
despite living on an island (many island species become
smaller over time), and eventually died out due to
hunting and deforestation (removal of woods).

Officially, the last Scottish wolf was killed by Sir Ewen
Cameron in 1680 in Killiecrankie (Perthshire) although
there are stories all over the highlands claiming wolves
were killed into the 1700's.

That's still at least 300 years ago!

Find a place with lots of hiding spots and play hide
and seek with your adult's permission (and maybe
their helpl)

Imagine you're one of the last wolves left, trying to
hide from the hunting party. What rules can you add
to the game to make it more realistic?

Perhaps you can move if you stay out of sight?
Maybe you can also hunt the hunters?
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Woodland Wordsearch

Find all the words and then cross out any that aren't

mammals!
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